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CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021, 7:30 PM 

James Almstead, presiding 
Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 
______________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order 
a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Rosanne Cohen, Daniel Moore, Burt Gorton, Noel Schlageter, 

Jeff Bartocci, Paul Sugnet, Pat Schichler 

b. Members Absent: Debbie Drawe - Town Board Liaison, Aileen Reis-Trails Committee Liaison, Ed 
Lindskoog-Trails Committee Liaison 

c. Staff Present:  Catherine DuBreck - Junior Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 
a. The Board approved the minutes for the October 5, 2021 meeting. 

III. Communications 
a. Catherine shared an update that 2022 NYSACC membership will be approved by the Town Board 

at its next meeting and let the Board know about an upcoming free webinar on the topic of 
banning/restricting gas-powered landscaping equipment. 

IV. Public Participation 

V. Board Discussion 
a. Review of ongoing projects 

i. Simply Crepes is now back on schedule and hopes to open soon. 
ii. Starbucks near the intersection of 250 and 441 is now open 

iii. The Highland Estates project is tabled with the Planning Board; however, the 
archeological survey is now complete, and no evidence of cultural significance was 
found. Staff are still waiting for the full NYS SHPO report. 

iv. Additionally with Highland Estates, Staff received clarification on a question from the 
Board's report on this project - the "possible future pond" on the plans, if installed, would 
be aesthetic only and would not be a stormwater management facility. 

v. Pathstone and Arbors at Penfield, both Mixed-Use Development projects, are tabled with 
the Planning Board. 

vi. There is a sketch plan application for January's Planning Board meeting for a new Taco 
Bell at 1800 Empire Blvd.  While there is very little in this area in terms of resources to 
conserve, there was a discussion on traffic concerns in the area including potential drive-
thru queuing on Creek St. 

vii. A new application was received for Bramble Ridge (December Planning Board - tabled) 
to create two new lots off Apollonia Lane.  The proposed application does not currently 
seek to construct homes.  Catherine brought up the Conservation Board's 2003 report for 
Bramble Ridge which suggested property owners be made aware of open space easement 
program.  Staff are considering this suggestion and are looking to implement sign 
postings along conservation easement boundary to inform property owners. 

b. EMC Updates 
c. New Business 
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i. Catherine shared information with the Board on the NYS Urban Forestry Council - Spring 
2022 Tree Planting Grant.  Funding is provided by USDA and municipalities are awarded 
up to $1000 to invest in a Spring 2022 community tree planting event. 

ii. Jim reminded the Board of the Tree and Shrub Giveaway events the Board has had in the 
past.  Jeff is in full support of hosting another event like this in 2022.  Burt suggested 
emphasizing the shrub aspect of this event. 

iii. Jim suggested the Board consider hosting guest speakers from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension in the new year to share information on threats to our local environment such as 
invasive species and tree die-off. 

iv. Daniel shared some ideas from MCC's Sustainability Club to which the Board encouraged 
him to write up as an idea proposal. 

v. Paul suggested an additional guest speaker from the Monroe County EMC to inform folks 
on topics such as composting/recycling.  Rosanne elaborated and shared EMC has had 
interesting speakers including one recently from the Seneca Park Zoo. 

vi. Paul also suggested sharing 2022 engagement ideas on an email thread.  Pat suggested a 
series of speakers rather than just once a year and Paul proposed a quarterly speaker's 
series, targeting March as the first in the series for 2022.   

vii. Pat recommended having the speaker's series in tandem with the shrub giveaway - sharing 
with folks what the Board has done in the past and encouraging them to attend the 
upcoming speaker events. 

viii. Paul recommended promoting the Town's tree guideline - discussing what it is and what 
the Town is trying to accomplish with it. 

ix. Catherine asked the Board if they would be interested in combining the shrub 
giveaway/speaker's series with a spring community tree planting event that could 
potentially be partially or fully funded by the NYS UFC/USDA grant.  Catherine to re-
send the information on this with the Board. 

VI. Next Meeting: January 4, 2022 at 7:00 PM 

VII. Adjournment 
a. The Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM 


